30       MORE ABOUT KING EDWARD
characters.   Not seldom those who are born in
the purple, and so are accustomed to the slavish
homage of the world, exhibit an arrogance and a
pride which go far to deprive them of the real
friendship of those by whom they are surrounded ;
but if Edward of England and Frederick of Ger-
many had two  distinguishing traits, they were
simplicity and geniality/  Those know best the
entirely unaffected spirit a of the Emperor Fred-
erick   who   saw   him  in  the   field.    Bonhomie
was the rule among officers and men alike when
they were fighting " fiir Gott und Vaterland " in
Eighteen Hundred and Seventy;   but the sunny
good-nature   and   open-heartedness   of   " Unser
Fritz " did much to lighten the labour of all with
whom he came into contact, and to make the
hardships and miseries  of war more endurable
than they otherwise would have been.    Without
straining the parallel too far, it may be said that
the home-life always possessed a great charm for
our King and for his brother-in-law.   From the
year of their marriage they were the centres of a
large and ever-widening family circle ; and painters
and poets portrayed their domestic lives in  so
fascinating a light that the whole world became
familiar with the hearths of the two Princes.
King Edward had a predilection for the family
of Napoleon m., but he did not fail to remain on
the most friendly footing with the Orleanists, and
especially with the Due d'Aumale. Between the
Prince of Wales and the exiled Orleanist Prince
there were many points of similarity/ Both were